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shuts Ms eyes against reason and sense also, and
tells you there is no God at all.

Now magic puts an end to all this difficulty; for
by consulting the dark oracle, and entering a little
into the secrets of the sacred science, as they wickedly
tell you it is, they come out transformed into a new-
kind of species, they tell you that they are arrived
to a complete knowledge of the eternal mysteries;
that God is nothing but the sum of human desires,
the ecstacy of an exalted spirit, carried up into the
regions of eternal calm and quiet, where the soul is
in raptures of joy and love. This they resolve by
the light of the refined sublime judgment to be the
perfection of happiness, and that is God. Amor
Deus est Jupiter guodcunque cupis.

They tell you, further, to descend to the person-
ality of a God, is talking wildly and immethodically,
and what is inconsistent with nature; that God is a
quality, rather than a being, that cannot be described
by words, any more than it can be limited by space;
that the supreme essence is an inconceivable spirit
of light and glory, and the soul receives an assimi-
lating light and knowledge, even by the contempla-
tion of it, by the rays of a communicable effulgence;
so that having been once illuminated, it continues
enjoying a fall lustre of eminent glory for ever after.

This unintelligible stuff is all magic to me, and I
believe we may truly say it is so to us all; it is some
of the cant of the trade, the terms of art in that
profession; and if this be the discovery that magic
makes to the mind, the magicians will have small
cause to boast of their improvement; I presume it
shall leave the mind darker than it finds it.

Now that this makes room for atheism, or deism,
or polytheism in the mind, it is very evident; for,
next to the denying the divine Being, our entertain-
ing false and corrupt notions unworthy of God, and
of the reasoning human soul, are fatal to religion.